
Summer Reading 2021
British Literature

Mrs. Morin

Welcome to British Lit, a survey course exploring the earliest British writers to modern authors.

1. To begin, you will have a choice between the following novels authored by British writers.

While there are no formal assignments to complete during the summer, you should be prepared for a
test and small project upon your return to school in the fall.

Pride and Prejudice (1813) by Jane Austen: A romantic, but humorous, novel that follows the Bennet
sisters as they navigate societal expectations while deciding between marrying for love or money.

Jane Eyre (1847) by Charlotte Bronte: A Victorian governess's love for her mysterious employer is
threatened by the tragic secret of his mansion.

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886) by Robert Louis Stevenson: A gothic novella about a London lawyer
named Gabriel John Utterson who investigates strange occurrences between his old friend, Dr. Henry
Jekyll and the evil Mr. Edward Hyde.

The Time Machine (1895) by H.G. Wells: A science fiction novella in which a time traveller voyages to
the year 802,700 and encounters a seemingly Utopian society. When his time machine is stolen, he
must find another way to journey home.

The Hound of Baskervilles (1902) by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: A crime novel featuring Sherlock
Holmes, in which he and Dr. Watson investigate a murder related to the legend of a hound-like beast
who kills members of the Baskerville family.

Rebecca (1938) by Daphne du Maurier: A gothic masterpiece about a young bride haunted by the
specter of her husband's first wife.

Animal Farm (1945) by George Orwell: A satirical political novella in which the animals on a farm
revolt against their human owners and attempt to establish their own democratic society.

2. Your second assignment is to read any book of your choice. The requirements are loose, but the
book must be a full-length novel, play, non-fiction book, or poetry/short story compilation. You should
choose a book you haven’t read before.

After finishing your book, you will prepare a book talk which you will present during the first week of
school. Details follow.

Here is a link to a sample book talk that I recorded:

https://youtu.be/F7c9fEtDtBQ

https://youtu.be/F7c9fEtDtBQ
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A book talk is a speech given to convince someone to read a particular novel.  
Use the space below to plan out what you will say during your book talk. 

introduce the  
author, title, &  genre  
of the book and hook  

your audience! 

PROVIDE YOUR PERSONAL 
OPINION ON THE BOOK.  

What attracted you to 
it? Do you have a 

favorite passage or 
moment in the plot?  
Can you relate to the 

plot, characters, 
conflict etc.?  IS there 

an important theme 
explored in the story?  
Can you make any text  

to world connections? 

Write the page and 
paragraph number for  

a passage you will read.

What rating would you 
give this book?  Who 
would you recommend 
this book to?  Why?  

ENTICE THE LISTENERS  
TO READ THIS novel!

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

GIVE A BRIEF OVERVIEW  
OF THE PLOT, SETTING, 
CONFLICT,  and MAIN 

CHARACTERS WITHOUT 
SPOILING THE ENDING.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

BOOKTALK PLANNING SHEET
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BOOKTALK instructions
A booktalk is a short speech delivered with the intent of convincing someone 

to read a book. It is like a commercial or a movie trailer that is meant to 
hook the audience and get them to want to read the book as well. Remember 

that a booktalk is NOT a book review, a book report, or a book analysis.  
Below you will find information how to prepare and organize your booktalk.

Introduce the book to your listener by first telling them the title, author, and genre.  You might 
also consider telling them how you found the book and came to read it. 

INTRODUCE YOUR BOOK 

HOOK YOUR AUDIENCE
Hook your audience immediately!  You might consider doing this by reading an exciting quote, 
setting the scene, asking a thought-provoking question, or making a connection between the 
novel to your audience.

SUMMARIZE THE BOOK
After you have hooked your audience, give them a brief overview of the plot of the book you are 
speaking about.  It is really important that you strike a balance between telling them what the story is 
about and not revealing too much and spoiling the plotline/ending. During your plot summary, you might 
also discuss the characters, conflict, or interesting themes explored in the book.  Again, be careful not to 
reveal TOO much. 

YOUR PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS
After the summary, you should provide your personal impressions of the book.  You might consider 
discussing what attracted you to it, a favorite part or passage, how you relate to the book, an interesting 
theme that the novel explores, or text-to-world connections.  

SHARE A PASSAGE 
Share an interesting, exciting, or thought-provoking passage from your novel (read it directly from the 
book).  This can be done during the plot summary or personal impression section as well!  After you read 
the passage, explain why you chose it or discuss the significance. 

CONCLUDE & ENTICE
To conclude your booktalk, give the book a rating and discuss what type of person would love this 
selection.  You should also entice the listener to read this book and leave them wanting more. 
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BOOKTALK checklist
Below you will find a checklist that you can use to make sure you are fully prepared for your booktalk.

I have included the title, author, and genre.

I have hooked my listener in some way at the start of 
the booktalk.

I have summarized the plot and discussed character, 
conflict, and theme without revealing too much.

I have provided a personal impression of the book.

I have concluded the book talk by providing a 
recommendation and enticing the listener.

I  have included a quote or passage from the  
book to share with the audience.

I have practiced my booktalk multiple times so 
that I do not read directly from my notes.

I have had at least one person listen to me 
practice my booktalk.

I have my book ready to bring to class when it 
is my day to present.

I have read the booktalk instructions 
thoroughly and completed the planning sheet.
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BOOKTALK rubric
CRITERIA Below Average (0-5) Average (6-7) Above Average (8-9) Excellent (10)

Introduction Book is not introduced 
in a clear manner. 

A basic/simple 
introduction of the book. 

An appealing  
introduction of the 
book.

Exceptionally creative 
introduction of the 
book.

Book Content Summary is lacking 
development of story 
elements.

A basic or simple  
summary of story 
elements.

A well-developed 
summary of most 
story elements.

Thorough and 
insightful summary of 
all story elements.

Conclusion Conclusion needs 
improvement.  
Doesn’t entice readers.

Basic conclusion to the 
book, but might not draw 
in readers.

Interesting conclusion 
that may draw in 
some readers.

Enticing conclusion 
that draws the reader 
to the book.

Presentation Student lacks 
enthusiasm.  Volume, 
eye-contact, and pace 
are problematic.

Student needs more 
enthusiasm.  Volume, 
eye-contact, and pace 
need some improvement.

Student is somewhat 
enthusiastic.  Volume, 
eye-contact, and pace 
are good.

Student is enthusiastic.  
Volume, eye-contact, 
and pace are excellent.

TOTAL:     /40 
COMMENTS: ___________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
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